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KINDERGARTEN 

What Kinders can do: 
- Trace templates to help establish the starting point for an art project 
- Learning to draw lines and shapes 
- Paint an object and a background 
- Learning to develop fine motor skills so that coloring is sketchy not solid 
- Start observation drawings with basic steps…shapes, flowers, etc 

How Guided Drawings Can Help: 
- Establishes the boundaries or edges of a piece of paper 

- Helps the child identify starting points so the drawing will be centered where they 

want it to be 
- Encourages the child to draw on a larger scale than what they would normally do. This 

helps with the second part of many projects. 

- Offers confidence with their ability to draw something recognizable 

DRAWING STRATEGIES FOR  
Kindergarten

http://www.deepspacesparkle.com
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FIRST & SECOND GRADE 

What kids can do: 
- Follow a simple directed drawing of familiar subjects like animals, flowers, boats, cars, 

etc. 
- Begin to add character and individuality to basic directed line drawings 
- Select and trace templates effectively for use in their art work (i.e. selecting fall leaves 

for a collage) 
- When doing observation drawings, show kids a few examples of how to approach the 

drawing. 

How Guided Drawings Can Help: 
- Children at this age love knowing how to draw a recognizable subject. They love 

practicing over and over. 

- They use templates only to move the project forward or eliminate a step that would 

normally be hard to do (like using a circle template to trace onto painted paper) 

- Drawing subjects that use shapes like cars, trucks and buildings. Children learn the 

basic shapes then add their own details. 

DRAWING STRATEGIES FOR  
First & Second Grade

http://www.deepspacesparkle.com
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DRAWING STRATEGIES FOR  
Third & Fourth Grade

THIRD & FOURTH GRADE 

What kids can do: 
- Are confident in their ability to draw simple subjects and are eager to tackle more 

advanced drawings 
- Starting to rebel against directed line or guided drawings. They want to know how to 

draw but do it their way. 
- Respond well to the teacher demonstrating drawing strategies but leaving options 

open for them. 

How Guided Drawings Can Help: 
- Reduce the amount of guided drawings you do at this age 

- Children feel most confident when the teacher offers drawing strategies with options 
- Observation drawing, with a few starting strategies, is a great way to encourage 

children to be creative. For instance, show a child the basic components of a beetle, 

but allow them to expand and imagine their own beetle. 

- Only use templates to facilitate a harder drawings. 

For instance, using cardboard templates for a castle 

or elaborate 

abstract. 

http://www.deepspacesparkle.com


©2015 DEEP SPACE SPARKLE/PATTY PALMER. All rights reserved. www.deepspacesparkle.com !5

DRAWING STRATEGIES FOR  
Fifth & Sixth Grade

FIFTH & SIXTH GRADE 

What kids can do: 
- Are confident in their ability to draw advanced drawings like clipper ships, building 

and other complex line drawings 
- Like to know the steps to drawing a subject like a chameleon or a boat but prefer to 

draw their own version 
- Appreciate one-on-one drawing technique instruction to move past a sticky point. 

What to do instead of Guided Drawings: 
- Children at this age won’t always want to follow along with a step-by-step but they do 

like to watch a teacher draw something first to show them the way. This helps them get 

their creative brain in gear. 

- Will use templates with a particular purpose in mind: rectangle template to begin the 

grid of a structural drawing.  
- Observation drawing is easier for kids at this age, but they will need help establishing 

the overall composition of the drawing. 

- Drawing guides or idea sheets helps with ideas. 

http://www.deepspacesparkle.com
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Inspiring children one color at a time

Thank you for downloading a freeDeep Space Sparkle Resource. 

HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED TO ART MADE EASY ON ITUNES? 
IT’S EASY! JUST CLICK HERE.  

While you’re there, please consider leaving a review! 

http://www.deepspacesparkle.com
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/art-made-easy/id1076365673?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/art-made-easy/id1076365673?mt=2

